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Welcome

Welcome 
Foster High School is committed to every student’s success. 

We believe access to college-level studies such as Advanced Placement 
(AP) plays an important role in that success. 
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AP Coordinators

• Laura Robinson
-Laura.Robinson@lcisd.org

-832-223-3828

-Total Registration (payment)

• Kerry Jongeward
-Kerry.Jongeward@lcisd.org

-832-223-3942

-College Board (student 
registers in MyAP
Classroom)
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What Are Advanced Placement Courses?

What Are Advanced Placement 
Courses?
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The Basics

• AP courses are college-level courses offered in high school.

• Courses reflect what is taught in introductory college courses.

• Students take AP Exams at the end of the course, measuring 
their mastery of college-level work.

• Students can typically earn college credit and/or placement 
into honors or advanced courses when they score a 3 or 
higher on an AP Exam.
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Foster High School Offers 27 AP Courses

History & Social Science
 European History
 Human Geography
 Macroeconomics
 Psychology
 United States Government and Politics
 United States History
 World History

English
 Language and Composition (English III)
 Literature and Composition (English IV)

Mathematics & Computer Science
 Statistics
 Calculus AB
 Calculus BC
 Computer Science Principles
 Computer Science A

Sciences

World Languages

Arts

Capstone

 Biology
 Chemistry
 Environmental Science
 Physics I
 Physics C: Mechanics

 French Language
 Spanish Language
 Spanish Literature

 Art History
 Music Theory
 Studio Art (Drawing: 2D, 3D)

 Seminar
 Research
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Benefits of Taking AP

Benefits of Taking AP
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A Head Start in High School

Research consistently shows that AP 
students are better prepared for college 
than students who don’t take AP. They’re 
more likely to enroll and stay in college, do 
well in their classes, and graduate in four 
years.

Get a Taste of College

Get familiar with college-level work—and boost 
your confidence by tackling it.

Develop College Skills

Time management, critical thinking, scholarly 
writing—AP courses help you hone the skills 
you’ll need in college and career.

Discover Your Passion

Studying a subject in depth could give you new 
insights and even put you on the path to a career.

Boost GPA

Our school offers a GPA boost to students who take AP 
courses and/or exams. This helps students stand out on 
college applications and stay motivated to take AP courses.
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An Edge in College

Taking AP courses in high school could 
give you an advantage in college.

Earn College Credit

Your AP score could earn you college credits 
before you even set foot on campus.

Stand Out to Colleges

“AP” on your high school transcript shows 
colleges you’ve tackled college-level work.

Earn Placement in Advanced or Honors Courses

Your AP score may let you skip introductory 
courses in college.

Save Money and Time

Earning credit or placement can free up time on 
your schedule or even let you graduate early.
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Credit and Placement 
Opportunities
• Each college and university has its own policies regarding AP 

credit and placement.

• Find colleges that grant credit, placement, or both for AP Exam 
scores at collegeboard.org/apcreditpolicy

 Search by course or college

 Data for each college includes a direct link to that college’s 
website detailing AP credit and placement policies

 A statement from the college or university about its AP policy
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Resources and Supports for Student Learning

Resources and Supports for 
Student Learning
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Sign in to access 
AP Resources

myap.collegeboard.org

• AP Classroom is an online resource 
that helps students improve their 
performance all year long.

• It’s mobile friendly, so students can 
access it anytime, anywhere, once 
they’ve joined the class online.

• AP Classroom includes:
 AP Videos
 Practice Questions
 Personal Progress Checks
 Progress Dashboard
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AP Exams

AP Exams
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About AP Exams

• Standardized exams that measure how well students have 
mastered the content and skills of a specific AP course

• Fall registration (Spring registration available for semester 
courses)

• Administered by schools worldwide every year in the spring

• Created and scored by teams of AP teachers and college 
professors
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AP Exams
AP Exams are administered by schools worldwide on set dates each MAY.

The general exam fee is approximately $98 per exam with additional 
charges for courses requiring extra material submissions.

 Monetary assistance is available through College Board (free/reduced 
lunch rate) and through the district for students with financial need.

Exams usually last around three hours. 

 Multiple-choice questions
 Free-response questions (essay, problem-solving, oral response)

Students can earn college credit by taking and passing the AP exams

AP Exams generally contain:
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The Reality of AP

The Reality of AP
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AP Myths and Realities
Myths Realities

AP Courses are only for students who
always get good grades.

AP courses are for any students who are academically 
prepared and motivated to take college-level courses.

AP Courses are too stressful.
It’s no secret that AP courses are challenging. But the 

support you receive from your classmates and teachers 
can help you manage the workload.

I don’t think I will score high enough on the
AP Exam to get college credit.

You don’t need to score a 5. Many colleges grant credit 
and placement based on a 3 or higher on an AP Exam and 

simply look more favorably on students who have 
attempted the AP Exams.

Taking AP courses could hurt my GPA.
Foster HS provides a 1.3 advanced multiplier towards a 

student’s GPA. Taking AP courses shows colleges that you 
are willing to challenge yourself academically.

I can't take AP because I don't have time.
There are numerous students who balance their AP 

coursework with their extracurricular activities, including 
part-time jobs.
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Next Steps

• Decide which AP courses are right for you:

 What subjects do you enjoy most?

 Which subjects do you excel in?

 Have you completed the course prerequisites?

• Talk to your teachers and counselor.

• Talk to other students who have taken AP courses

• Select your AP courses during course selection starting soon!
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Start the AP Conversation

Help your child prepare to talk to a teacher or counselor about AP. Here are 
some questions to encourage your child to think about:

What AP course is right for me?

 Before you talk to a teacher or 
counselor, think about what 
interests you.

 Which courses do you enjoy 
most in school? In which 
subjects do you excel?

 What college majors are you 
considering? What careers 
excite you?

What steps do I need to take? Ask your counselor or teacher 
the following questions:

 May I speak with a student who 
has taken an AP course?

 Are there study groups or 
people who can offer help if I 
need it?

 What can I do next to help me 
prepare for AP?

 In which AP courses at 
our school am I likely to 
do well?

 What is a good “first” AP 
course to take?

 Are there other courses 
that can help me succeed 
in AP or prepare me for 
college and careers?
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Questions and Answers

Thank you!


